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LOSS PAYMENT SUMMARY BY YEAR OF AVAILABILITY - TWO DOOR COMPACTS
1973 MODELS - COLLISION COVERAGES*
Average Loss Payment
Per
Insured Vehicle Year

Exposure
(Insured Vehicle Years)

Make

Series

Dodge
Plymouth
Oldsmobile
Pontiac
Chevrolet
Plymouth
Dodge
American
Ford
Mercury

Dart Swinger
Valiant Scamp
Omega
Ventura
Nova
Valiant Duster
Dart Sport
Hornet
Maverick
Comet

Exposure Total

Ist
Year

2nd
Year

3rd
Year

Ist
Year

2nd
Year

3rd
Year

7,756
3,164
2,547
4,185
19,277
15,339
4,142
4,271
12,060
2,966

22,836
9,294
7,222
10,851
48,790
45,081
11,956
11,956
34,112
8,574

20,977
8,536
6,361
9,657
43,002
40,355
10,931
9,858
29,867
7,465

$34
$36
$41
$50
$51
$49
$51
$58
$63
$63

$35
$40
$42
$42
$45
$49
$49
$46
$55
$53

$39
$43
$51
$46
$51
$54
$54
$55
$57
$61

75,707

209,741

187,009

*Excerpted from Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Variations by Make and Series,1973 Models During
Their First Three Years (HLDI R73-4).

the average loss payments per insured vehicle year for individual models ranged from $45 to $81 - a range
similar to that found for the same vehicles during their first year of operation, when exposure was much
smaller.
• In the compact class, the two-door models with the highest and lowest average loss payments per
insured vehicle year have remained virtually the same from the 1973 through the 1975 model years. Of the
two-door compacts, the models with the two lowest average loss payments per insured vehicle year for each
of the model years in which they were reported included the Dodge Dart Swinger and Plymouth Valiant
Scamp, while the models with the two highest average loss payments per insured vehicle year included the
Ford Maverick and Mercury Comet.
These findings were consistent for the second and third years of operation for the 1973 models
and the second year of operation for the 1974 models. In these subsequent years, exposure increased substantially. (See table above.)
It should be kept in mind, that, in general, the greater the exposure of a vehicle series the more
confidence can be placed in the results presented for it.

OLDER CARS
The reports on the 1973 and 1974 models in their first and subsequent years indicate the probable
influence of parts price increases on the size of the average loss payment per claim for these cars.
For instance, although most market classes had slight decreases in the average loss payment per
claim for the 1973 models in their second year of operation, most showed substantial increases in the third
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HLDI was formed in December, 1972, as an outgrowth of a special data project initiated earlier by
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. (See Status Report, Vol. 8, No.1, Jan. 3, 1973.) It is a
nonprofit organization that gathers, processes and provides the public with insurance data concerned with
human and economic losses resulting from highway crashes.
Members of HLDI are: Allstate Insurance Co., The Hartford Insurance Group, The Home Insurance
Co., Kemper Insurance Group, Liberty Mutual Insurance Co., Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co., Prudential
Property and Casualty Insurance Co., State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. and The Travelers
Insurance Co.
Copies of the following reports are available from the Highway Loss Data Institute, Watergate Six
Hundred, Washington, D.C. 20037:
• Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Variations by Make and Series, 1975 Models
During Their First Year (HLDI R75-2);
• Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Variations by Make and Series, 1974 Models
During Their First Two Years (HLDI R74-3);
• Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Variations by Make and Series, 1973 Models
During Their First Three Years (HLDI R73-4);
• Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Relationships Between Losses and Vehicle
Density, 1974 and 1975 Models (HLDI A-4);
• Automobile Insurance Losses, Collision Coverages; Relationships Between Losses and Vehicle
Body Style, 1974 and 1975 Models (HLDI A-5).

Two-Door Autos Experience Greater Losses
Two-door model cars experience consistently higher losses than corresponding four-door models,
regardless of wheelbase differences, according to insurance claim data analyzed in a report from the
Highway Loss Data Institute.
"In almost every case for all three categories of loss - claim frequency per 100 insured vehicle
years, average loss payment per claim, and average loss payment per insured vehicle year - two-door models
exceeded the loss experience of the corresponding four-door models," the report concludes.
These findings confirm indications from earlier HLDI reports that two-door models tend to have a
higher loss experience than corresponding four-door models of the same car line. In those reports, however,
two- and four-door models in the same car line were reported separately only if they had different wheelbases. The most striking finding of the present study, therefore, is that the difference in loss experience
consistently occurs whether or not there are wheelbase differences.
The report compares loss results for three different body styles - two-door models, four-door
models and station wagons - within the same car line for "1974 and 1975 model year vehicles from car
lines within four market classes - compact, intermediate, full-size and luxury."
"These market classes were selected for study," the report says, "because most car lines from these
market classes had models with differing body styles, whereas vehicles in the other market classes tended to
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RESULTS WITH YOUTHFUL OPERATORS
The study compares results for the 1974 car lines with more than 1,000 insured years of exposure
of coverage for vehicles with both youthful operators and no youthful operators in both two- and four-door
models. The results show that the increases associated with two-door models are more pronounced for the
"youthful operators" group than for the "no youthful operators" group, but in virtually every comparison
the two-door models had higher loss results than the corresponding four-door models within both operator
age groups.
For example, in the "no youthful operators" group, claim frequency per 100 insured vehicle years
for the 1974 Ford LTD two-door is 9.5 and for the four-door 8.0. In the "youthful operators" group, the
corresponding figures are 14.0 for the two-door and 12.3 for the four-door.
Similar results are not presented for the 1975 models because of "the much smaller amounts of
exposure for which experience was available at the time of preparation of this report."
1974 AND 1975 RESULTS
The 1974 model results show that, out of the 38 comparisons possible, "claim frequency was higher
for two-door models than for corresponding four-door models in 36 instances, average loss payment per
claim was higher in 29 instances and average loss payment per insured vehicle year was higher in 36
instances. "
For 1975 models, out of the 21 comparisons possible, "claim frequency was higher for two-door
models than for corresponding four-door models in 19 instances, average loss payment per claim was higher
in 13 instances, and average loss paymen t per insured vehicle year was higher in 16 instances," the report
says.
The study finds that the loss experience of the station wagons was "less consistent." Within the
intermediate market class, results for station wagons tend to be closer to those for four-door models than to
those for two-door models, while within the full size market class this relationship is reversed.

Longer Stopping Distances Proposed For Trucks
Stopping distances for heavy trucks would be increased under a new proposal by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The proposal does not, however, eliminate the requirement that
vehicles stop with no wheel lockup, a change sought by some vehicle manufacturers and users.
The proposal is an additional response to the October public meeting held by NHTSA to hear
comments on its standard (FVMSS 12l) that specifies minimum performance requirements for vehicle air
brake systems. Following that meeting, the agency proposed that the standard be suspended for buses. (See
Status Report, Vol. 10, No. 19, Nov. 24,1975.)
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