
YOU CAN ELIMINATE 
THE RISK OF INFLATION INJURY 

FROM FRONTAL AIRBAGS 
BY RESTRAINING CHILDREN 

IN A BACK SEAT.

KIDS 
Airbags

Member insurers
21st Century Insurance

AAA Mid-Atlantic Insurance Group
Affirmative Insurance

AIG Agency Auto
AIG Direct

Alfa Insurance
Alfa Alliance Insurance Corporation

Allstate Insurance Group
American Family Mutual Insurance

American National Property and Casualty
Ameriprise Auto & Home

Amerisure Insurance
Amica Mutual Insurance Company

Auto Club Group
Auto Club South Insurance Company

Bituminous Insurance Companies
Bristol West Insurance

Brotherhood Mutual
California State Automobile Association

Capital Insurance Group
Chubb Group of Insurance Companies
Concord Group Insurance Companies

Cotton States Insurance
COUNTRY Insurance & Financial Services

Countrywide Insurance Group
Erie Insurance Group

Esurance
Farm Bureau Financial Services

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company of Idaho
Farmers Insurance Group of Companies

Farmers Mutual of Nebraska
Florida Farm Bureau Insurance Companies

Frankenmuth Insurance
The GEICO Group

Gainsco
General Casualty Insurance Companies

Georgia Farm Bureau Insurance
GMAC Insurance
Grange Insurance

The Hartford 
Hanover Insurance Group

High Point Insurance Group
Homeowners of America

ICW Group
Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance

Kemper, a Unitrin Business
Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance

Liberty Mutual
The Main Street America Group

Markel Corporation
Mercury Insurance Group

MetLife Auto & Home
Michigan Insurance Company

MiddleOak
MMG Insurance

Mutual of Enumclaw Insurance Company
Nationwide Insurance

N.C. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
Nodak Mutual Insurance
Norfolk & Dedham Group

Ohio Casualty Group
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company

Oregon Mutual Insurance
Palisades Insurance

Pekin Insurance
PEMCO Insurance

The Progressive Corporation
Response Insurance
Rockingham Group 
Safeco Insurance

Samsung Fire & Marine Insurance Company
S.C. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company

SECURA Insurance
Shelter Insurance

Sompo Japan Insurance Company of America
State Auto Insurance Companies

State Farm Insurance
Tennessee Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

Tokio Marine Nichido
The Travelers Companies

Unitrin
USAA

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
West Bend Mutual Insurance Company

Zurich North America

Funding assocations
American Insurance Association

National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies
Property Casualty Insurers Association of America

Airbags are a success. They’ve inflated in millions
of crashes, saved thousands of lives, and prevented
many more serious injuries. But like some medica-
tions and other public health successes, airbags have
caused unintended adverse effects. Nearly all of these
are minor injuries like bruises and abrasions that are
more than offset by the lives airbags have saved.

But some airbag injuries have been serious. There
have been some deaths. These have occurred when
someone has been on top of, or very close to, an airbag as
it began inflating. Infants in rear-facing restraints and
unbelted or unrestrained children in the front seats of
vehicles with passenger airbags are at the most risk.

You can eliminate this risk, and you can almost al-
ways do it without going to the trouble of getting per-
mission from the federal government for an on/off
switch for your passenger airbag. Begin by putting
your child in a back seat and using a restraint appro-
priate to the child’s size, as required in all 50 states.

Starting with a baby’s first trip,
put the newborn in the safest place

— a rear-facing restraint in a back seat. Make sure it’s
tightly secured according to directions provided by the
manufacturers of both the restraint and the vehicle. At
first when a baby can’t support its head, you may need
to put rolled towels or foam inserts around the head.

Remember it’s safer in the back seat compared with
the front, even without passenger airbags, so the
back seat is always preferred. Many parents want to
put their new babies in front, where they’re easier
to see. This may be tempting, but don’t do it. It isn’t
the safest place for a child to ride.

Don’t put a baby in a rear-facing restraint in the
front seat if there’s a passenger airbag, and don’t turn
the restraint around. Infants shouldn’t ride in front
unless there’s no alternative, as in a two-seat vehicle
— and even then only if the passenger airbag is
labeled “advanced” (meaning it will deploy with low
force or deactivate if a child is in the passenger seat)
or if the airbag has been turned off manually.

If there’s an on/off switch for your passenger air-
bag, you do have to remember to switch off the bag if an
infant is riding in front and check the airbag’s status
every trip. And remember the back is always safer. 

DON’T DO THIS
IF THERE’S A PASSENGER AIRBAG
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